
TEIGNBRIDGE DISTRICT COUNCIL

OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN:  Cllr Mike Haines                                         

DATE:               9th April 2018  

REPORT OF:    Simon Thornley                 
                          Business Manager Strategic Place

SUBJECT:        Local Plan Review: Issues Consultation
                          Including supporting documents
                 
PART I
 

  RECOMMENDATION

That members consider the draft consultation documents circulated and make 
any comments before their approval by Executive.

1. PURPOSE

To seek the views of Overview and Scrutiny on the proposed consultation documents.  

2. BACKGROUND

The Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 introduced a requirement to review a local plan 
either partially or in full every 5 years to ensure plans are up-to-date and reflect the 
changing needs of the area, particularly housing. This requirement also extends to a 
Statement of Community Involvement. 

If a Local Plan has not undertaken a review within 5 years of adoption then the housing 
policies may be considered out-of-date and applications assessed against the 
Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development in the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

The Teignbridge Local Plan 2020-2033 was adopted on 4 May 2014 and the five years 
is therefore up in May 2019.  The review of the Teignbridge Local Plan is proposed to 
start with the publication of the Local Plan Review: Issues document. This provides the 
opportunity to:

 Extend the plan period to 2040
 Align policies and proposals with the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan
 Update and reflect evidence
 Reflect changes to legislation, national policy and guidance.
 Reflect adopted neighbourhood plans 
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The Local Plan Review: Issues stage is the first in a series of plan preparation stages 
which will become more refined and detailed as development progresses. This stage 
seeks to provide the scope for the partial review of the existing local plan which will 
inform the next stage, the Draft Plan.  

The draft National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on 5th March 
2018 and draft National Planning Guidance published on 9th March 2018. These are 
consultation documents which are expected for final publication in Summer 2018. The 
Local Plan Review 2020-2040 is required to be in conformity with final versions of these 
documents.  A review and response to the Draft NPPF is before you on the same 
agenda.  There are a number changes which directly impact on plan-making and 
require strategic consideration through the Local Plan Review 

Statement of Community Involvement

The preparation of a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is a legal requirement 
of S18 the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and once 
adopted the Council is legally obliged to comply with its SCI. The current Teignbridge 
Statement of Community Involvement was adopted on 21 February 2011, it contains 
our policies on consultation about, and involvement with, planning policy documents 
and planning applications. Since the adoption of the SCI in 2011 there have been a 
number of changes to planning legislation which need to be considered through a 
revision. A principle change has been through the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 
which introduced a requirement for SCI’s to set out how the Council will provide advice 
and assistance to neighbourhood planning groups. The updated SCI seeks to meet 
these additional requirements and provide an up-to-date Statement of Community 
Involvement at the start of the Local Plan Review process.    

Settlement Boundary Review

Existing settlement boundaries have not been comprehensively reviewed for over 20 
years. The Draft Settlement Boundary Review paper which accompanies the Local 
Plan Review Issues Paper has established a set of principles to be applied consistently 
across the district’s settlement boundaries. It applies these principles to all existing 
settlement boundaries which are illustrated in the Appendix to the Boundary Review 
paper. 

Settlement Hierarchy Review

The existing settlement hierarchy was established through a review of settlement 
services in 2011 which updated a previous 2006 study. The Local Plan commits a 
Review to re-examine this level of service provision to ensure that settlements are 
placed into the correct tier of the hierarchy which appropriately reflects their role and 
function. The Settlement Hierarchy Review Paper accompanying the Issues 
consultation reviews existing service provision and makes recommendations for a 
potential revision. 
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The Sustainability Appraisal (SA)/Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 
Habitat Regulation Assessment  

The Sustainability Appraisal (SA)/Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and 
Habitat Regulation Assessment is a legislative requirement for the production of Local 
Plans and must be prepared in line with the preparation of the Local Plan Review. A 
SA/SEA Scoping Report and Habitat Regulation Assessment screening report will 
accompany the Issues Consultation with the scope of the assessment open to 
representations, particularly from our statutory consultees, Historic England, Natural 
England and the Environment Agency. These documents are currently being finalised 
and will be available for the Executive meeting on 1 May 2018, so are not attached to 
this report.

Call for Sites
The Local Plan Review Issues document is requesting the submission of sites with 
potential for employment and residential development to form part of the District 
Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment. This will form a catalogue of 
potential sites which require further assessment as part of Local Plan Review 
preparations.  

3. MAIN IMPLICATIONS
    

The Issues consultation seeks to explore the plans strategic direction in light of 
evolving requirements and presents the scope of what is to be undertaken and 
considered as part of the preparation of an updated Local Plan. The document guides 
the reader towards evidence requirements and explores options to address strategic 
policy such as the distribution of development. The Issues paper does not set out 
draft policy or present potential site allocations.    

4. GROUPS CONSULTED

Internal consultations with officers from across the council on policy matters and 
potential improvements to the existing plan policies.  Neighbourhood Planning Groups 
on potential settlement limit and hierarchy changes.

Further consultation is to be undertaken with Council Members, Parish and Town 
Councils, Neighbourhood Planning Groups, Officers of the Council and stakeholders 
during the 8 week consultation.  

5. TIME-SCALE

The Local Plan Review Issues Consultation is scheduled for 8 weeks between 21 May 
2018 and 16 July 2018. 
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6. CONCLUSION

The Local Plan Review Issues paper and supporting documents establish the first 
stage of local plan preparation to address current and emerging legislation and policy 
changes including requiring an up-to-date plan. The findings as a result of the 
consultation will inform the next stage of local plan preparations.  

Simon Thornley                                                
Business Manager, Strategic Place             
                                                                                                                                

Wards affected Applicable to all wards

Contact for more information David Kiernan (Principal Policy Officer)
01626 215758
David.kiernan@teignbridge.gov.uk

Background Papers (For Part I reports only) N

Key Decision N
In Forward Plan Y
In O&S Work Programme N
Appendices attached: A. The Local Plan Review Issues Paper 2018

B. The Draft Settlement Boundary Review
C. The Draft Settlement Hierarchy Review 
D. The Draft Statement of Community 

Involvement
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